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Abstract— Deep learning (DL) methods have achieved impres-
sive performance for pansharpening in recent years. However,
because of poor generalization, most DL methods achieve unsatis-
factory performance for data acquired by sensors not considered
during the training phase and decreased performance for samples
at full resolution (FR). To solve this issue, we propose a data
augmentation framework for pansharpening neural networks
(PNNs). Specifically, we introduce first a random spatial degrada-
tion based on anisotropic Gaussian-shaped modulation transfer
functions (MTFs) to increase the generalization with respect
to different spatial models and sensors. Then, considering that
various sensors have different ground sampling distances (GSDs),
we randomly rescale the GSD of the training samples to improve
the generalization with respect to spatial resolution. Thanks to
this module, the generalization to tests from different sensors
and samples at FR can easily be achieved. Experimental results
demonstrate the effectiveness of the proposed approach with
better performance when data for training are decoupled with
the ones for testing and comparable performance when training
and testing are coupled (i.e., data acquired by the same sensor
are considered in the two phases). Besides, performance at FR
for PNNs is improved by the proposed approach. The proposed
approach has been integrated into existing PNNs showing satis-
factory performance for widely used sensors, including, GaoFen-1
(GF1), QuickBird (QB), WorldView-2 (WV2), WorldView-3
(WV3), IKONOS (IK), Spot-7, GeoEye, and PHR1A.

Index Terms— Convolutional neural networks (CNNs), data
augmentation, data fusion, deep learning (DL), multispectral
imaging, pansharpening, remote sensing.
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I. INTRODUCTION

PANSHARPENING aims at fusing the high-frequency
details from a high-resolution panchromatic (PAN) image

into a low-resolution multispectral (LRMS) image with finer
spectral information, thereby obtaining a high-resolution mul-
tispectral (HRMS) image.

Recently, deep learning (DL) achieved good performance
for pansharpening. However, the generalization is still an open
problem for pansharpening neural networks (PNNs), which
limits the applicability of PNNs in real contexts. Specifically,
the poor generalization leads to the following issues. Almost
all DL methods have to train separate models for different
sensors, which is time- and resource-consuming. This is a
straightforward drawback compared with traditional methods
that can process data from any sensor by a single model.
Besides, we may lack training samples from a specific sensor,
in which case a DL model trained by data from other sensors
with advanced generalization can be applied to the specific
sensor. Moreover, the generalization of DL methods for full
resolution (FR) samples is still a challenge since most of DL
methods are trained at reduced resolution (RR), thus showing
a performance drop at FR. Therefore, it is crucial the study of
the generalization of PNNs.

There are two problems when fusing MS and PAN images
acquired by various sensors using a single DL model. The first
one is the band number of MS images. MS images from differ-
ent sensors may have different numbers of bands, such as four
bands for QuickBird (QB), eight bands for WorldView-2/-3
(WV2/WV3), six bands with 20-m ground sampling dis-
tance (GSD) for Sentinel-2 MS images [1], three bands with
60-m GSD for Sentinel-2 MS images, and nine bands with
30-m GSD for ALI. For most DL methods, the limitation of
processing MS images with a constant number of bands pre-
cludes the sharpening of MS images with a different number of
bands. Although a model, named ArbRPN, has been proposed
in [2] to process MS images with arbitrary numbers of bands,
the network still cannot obtain a satisfactory performance for
samples acquired by sensors not presented in the training set,
thus showing a limited generalization. Unfortunately, there is
almost no literature to study the generalization for PNNs.
Although Scarpa et al. [3] proposed a target-adaptive fine-
tuning to process samples out of the training set, fine-tuning
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cannot improve the generalization of a model, but it trains
an image-specific model. Differently, we aim at improving
the generalization of PNNs by means of data augmentation,
and then combining the augmentation strategy with existing
networks.

To improve the performance at FR, some methods [4], [5],
[6], [7], [8], [9] removed the resolution gap by directly training
models at FR, whereas it is nontrivial to train a model at FR
in a stable way. Different from these methods, we improve the
performance at FR by increasing the generalization of PNNs
at FR. We train the PNNs at RR by data augmentation based
on random GSD, which is stable and performs well at FR.

It has been shown in many high-level visual tasks that data
augmentation, such as Cutout [10], CutMix [11], MixUp [12],
can improve the generalization of DL models. However,
data augmentation for high-level visual tasks cannot directly
be adopted to low-level ones [13]. Data augmentation for
generalization seems to be neglected in the pansharpening
community [13].

To fill this gap, a data augmentation framework is proposed
in this article to improve the generalization for PNNs. We aug-
ment data in two ways. First, we consider that various sensors
have different modulation transfer functions (MTFs). We uti-
lize random MTFs to degrade MS images and generate the RR
samples. This augmentation can increase the diversity of train-
ing samples, thus covering more spatial models for sensors.
The Gaussian function is adopted to simulate random MTFs in
our augmentation framework since it has a shape that is close
to the real MTFs of sensors [14]. Besides, Aiazzi et al. [14]
showed that a typical MTF for MS bands is anisotropic, thus
driving us toward the simulation of anisotropic Gaussian-
shaped MTFs. Second, we augment training samples by ran-
domly rescaling the GSD of MS and PAN images, which
can increase the GSD diversity of training samples. Various
sensors usually have distinct GSDs. Even the same sensor has
distinct GSDs for different bands, such as the aforementioned
Sentinel-2. Moreover, the invariance among scales property for
training DL approaches is not always valid. Thus, the model
trained at RR could have lower performance at FR. Therefore,
we think the GSD is also an important factor. Through
augmenting the GSD diversity of training samples, a network
can get improved performance even when fusing samples at
different resolutions with respect to the observed ones during
the training phase, as shown in Fig. 1 and in Section IV-B.

In summary, the contributions of this article are as follows.
1) We study the generalization of PNNs from the data

augmentation point of view. A simple yet effective data
augmentation framework is proposed to improve the
generalization of existing PNNs.

2) The generation of anisotropic Gaussian-shaped MTFs
and the rescaling of GSDs are proposed to improve the
generalization of PNNs with respect to spatial model
and resolution, respectively, thus also improving perfor-
mance at FR.

3) The proposed approach has been integrated into existing
PNNs and works well for widely used sensors using a
single model. To the best of our knowledge, the combi-
nation with existing neural networks, such as, ArbRPN,

Fig. 1. Comparison between the model trained with and without random
GSD rescaling. (Top row) RGB visualization. (Bottom row) Absolute error
between the fused image and the GT. The LRMS image in the test phase
has a GSD of 12.8 m, while samples for training have GSDs of 32, 9.76,
and 7.36 m.

represents the first DL-based solution to address the
fusion task for many different sensors without any sub-
sequent fine-tuning, architecture changing, or parameter
tuning.

The rest of this article is organized as follows. Section II
reviews some DL methods for pansharpening. The proposed
augmentation framework is presented in Section III. Experi-
mental results are conducted in Section IV. Finally, Section V
draws the conclusion of this article.

II. RELATED WORKS

Masi et al. [15], inspired by the convolutional neural net-
work (CNN) for image super-resolution [16], proposed the
first CNN for pansharpening, named PNN. Its superior perfor-
mance encouraged many DL methods. A target-adaptive PNN
to adapt the model to the target image during the testing phase
has been proposed in [3]. Wei et al. [17] introduced deep resid-
ual learning to learn residuals for input images, then generating
fused results by a mapping of spectral dimensional reduction.
A multiscale deep CNN has been proposed in [18] to exploit
multiscale information for pansharpening. PanNet [19] fused
the MS and PAN images in the high-pass filtering domain
to pursue spectral preservation and spatial enhancement of
LRMS images. Liu et al. [20] proposed a two-stream fusion
network, in which features of MS and PAN images have been
separately extracted and then fused into the feature domain.
To better enhance details, Lai et al. [21] devised two branches
for pansharpening, one of which using the gradient information
to guide the fusion of MS and PAN images in the other branch.
Assuming that MS bands are independent of one another,
Liu et al. [22] proposed a band-independent encoder–decoder
network (BIEDN) to process MS images with any num-
ber of bands. However, this assumption hardly holds. Thus,
Chen et al. [2] proposed a bidirectional recurrent pansharpen-
ing network, named ArbRPN, for MS images with arbitrary
numbers of bands. Formulating pansharpening as colorization
of PAN images, Ozcelik et al. [23] proposed a generative
adversarial network (GAN) to learn the relationship between
the LRMS image and an intensity image synthesized by the
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Fig. 2. Proposed data augmentation framework for pansharpening.

LRMS image, then applying it to PAN images to achieve the
HRMS images. Finally, Lei et al. [24] proposed a nonlocal
attention residual network to leverage on the self-similarity in
images for pansharpening.

Recently, some unsupervised neural networks have also
been presented. Unlike the above-mentioned supervised
methods, these approaches directly train a model at FR,
thus relaxing the assumption of invariance among scales.
Luo et al. [4] proposed an unsupervised loss function based
on the relationship between the HRMS image and the LR
observations, i.e., PAN and LRMS data. Besides, an adjust-
ment component based on the quality with no reference (QNR)
index [25] has been introduced in the loss function for spectral
and spatial preservation. Qu et al. [5] utilized an encoder built
by stacked attention modules to extract attention representation
for MS images, then injecting space-varying details by space-
varying injection coefficients into the attention representation.
Finally, an image is reconstructed by the decoder with the
detail-injected attention representation. Ma et al. [6] intro-
duced an unsupervised GAN for pansharpening. Two dis-
criminators have been adopted into the network to enforce
spectral and spatial preservation, respectively. Following the
same research line, pansharpening generative multi-adversarial
network (PGMAN) has been proposed by Zhou et al. [7]
consisting of an unsupervised loss based on the QNR. In [8],
a cycle-consistent loss has been introduced for pansharpening.
Finally, Ciotola et al. [9] proposed a training framework at FR
to avoid information loss in training data and to guarantee the
performance at FR. Unlike the above methods, which adopt
unsupervised training at FR, our approach can improve the
generalization of neural networks at FR by supervised learning
considering lower resolutions, thus generalizing with respect to
the resolution and obtaining a training that is more stable than
that of provided by unsupervised learning using loss functions
including (usually inaccurate) evaluations at FR. Besides,
PNNs trained by our data augmentation approach have a
superior generalization to samples from different sensors.

III. METHODOLOGY

In this section, we will overview first the proposed frame-
work. Then, the implementations of random anisotropic
Gaussian-shaped MTFs and random GSD rescaling are
introduced.

A. Data Augmentation Framework: An Overview

Fig. 2 shows the proposed augmentation framework, which
consists of four steps: 1) random GSD rescaling; 2) random
cropping; 3) random flipping and rotation; and 4) generation
of RR samples.

First, we randomly rescale the GSD of the FR images
to improve the generalization of networks in fusing images
with different resolutions. A variable subject to an uniform
distribution with interval of [0, 1) is used to decide if MS
and PAN images should be rescaled or not. When the random
variable is smaller than a threshold, t (empirically set to 0.2 in
this article), MS and PAN images are rescaled by

I′

MS,i =↓r
(

fMTF,r
(
IMS,i

))
(1)

P′
=↓r

(
fideal,r (P)

)
(2)

where fMTF,r (·), and fideal,r (·) denote the MTF-based and ideal
filtering with a normalized cut-off frequency dependent on r ,
respectively, ↓r (·) is the decimation operation with decimated
rate of (1/r), IMS,i , and I′

MS,i are the i th band of the original
MS and GSD-rescaled MS images, respectively, P and P′

are the original and GSD-rescaled PAN images, respectively,
r ∼ U (0.5, 1) is the random scale ratio used to change the
GSD of MS and PAN images, and U (a, b) refers to a uniform
distribution with interval [a, b).

Then, similar to general augmentation methods as in [2] and
[21], a patch of predefined size, p × p, is randomly cropped
from the rescaled MS and PAN images. The left-upper corner
of the crop position is controlled by two random variables
U (1, H − p) and U (1, W − p), respectively, where H and W
are the height and width of the corresponding image.
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Afterward, the cropped patches are flipped vertically or
horizontally, if two random variables sampled according to
U (0, 1) are greater than a threshold. The rotation of 90◦ is
also imposed to the MS and PAN patches if another random
variable sampled according to U (0, 1) is greater than the same
threshold.

Finally, the RR MS images are generated by random
anisotropic Gaussian-shaped MTFs, while the RR PAN sam-
ples are achieved by ideal filtering like in [14], [26],
and [27]. After this last step, we have the RR versions of the
GSD-rescaled MS and PAN images. These images are taken as
input for the training step, while the GSD-rescaled MS image
before MTF-based degradation is taken as ground-truth (GT)
for supervised learning.

Since misalignment can occur in the stage of GSD rescaling
and generation of RR samples (see Section III-C), we moved
the ideal downsampling for the generation of RR versions
of GSD-rescaled PAN images to the GSD-rescaling stage
combining them together, as shown by the red skip arrow
in Fig. 2. Thus, the GSD-rescaling operation in (2) becomes
a combined operation of GSD-rescaling and generation of
RR samples, i.e.,

P̃ =↓ r
s

(
fideal, r

s
(P)

))
(3)

where s is the scale ratio between MS and PAN and P̃ denotes
the RR version of the GSD-rescaled PAN image.

B. Degradation With Random Anisotropic MTFs

MTF-based degradation has been used by widespread DL
methods to generate RR samples for training. Generally,
isotropic Gaussian-shaped MTF is used to degrade the original
samples for two reasons: 1) its shape is close to the true
MTF of an MS band and 2) given the scale ratio, it is
easy to determine isotropic Gaussian-shaped MTFs by a sole
parameter, i.e., the standard deviation, which can be derived
from the gain at Nyquist frequency. However, Aiazzi et al. [14]
demonstrated that the true MTF is usually anisotropic. Hence,
the augmentation by random anisotropic MTFs can simulate a
more practical degradation and further improve the diversity of
training samples. Thus, we use anisotropic Gaussian functions
to simulate the MTFs, although the augmentation by random
isotropic Gaussian-shaped MTFs already obtain a satisfactory
generalization (see Section IV-B). Specifically, an anisotropic
Gaussian-shaped MTF can be determined by two standard
deviations and a rotation degree. Therefore, we can use three
independent random variables, σ1, σ2, and θ , to generate a
random anisotropic Gaussian-shaped MTF. θ sampling from
U (0, π) is used to determine the rotation degree of the
anisotropic Gaussian kernel. σ1 and σ2 are two standard
deviations for the anisotropic Gaussian kernel.

For isotropic Gaussian-shaped MTFs, we can formulate the
gain at Nyquist frequency considering a Gaussian function as
following:

G = exp

−

(
(N−1) fcut

2

)2

2σ 2

 (4)

where G is the gain at Nyquist frequency, fcut = (1/s) is the
normalized Nyquist frequency, N and σ are the support and
the standard deviation of the Gaussian function, respectively.
Therefore, given the scale ratio s and the support N , as long
as we have the gain G of an imaging system, the standard
deviations can be derived from the gain when its MTF is
approximated by a Gaussian function. Thus, the standard devi-
ations can be formulated as a function of the gain. Specifically,
the relationship between the standard deviation and the gain
at Nyquist frequency is as follows:

σ =

√√√√(
(N−1) fcut

2

)2

−2ln(G)
. (5)

Like [26], and [28], N is set to 41. ln indicates the nat-
ural logarithm. In this article, we focus on pansharpening
with a scale ratio s equal to 4. Therefore, for anisotropic
Gaussian-shaped MTFs, we can achieve two random standard
deviations, i.e., σ1 and σ2, by sampling two Gs from two
independent uniform distributions, U [0.2, 0.4). The reason
of choosing this interval for G is that the gains at Nyquist
frequency for well-known MS sensors are located in this
interval. Given the standard deviations and the rotation degree,
the Gaussian-shaped anisotropic MTF can be obtained by

KMTF(x, y) = exp
(

−
1
2

v6vT
)

(6)

where v = [x, y], ·
T is the transpose operator, and 6 is a

covariance matrix defined as

6 =

[
cos(θ) −sin(θ)

sin(θ) cos(θ)

]
1
σ 2

1
0

0
1
σ 2

2

[
cos(θ) sin(θ)

−sin(θ) cos(θ)

]
.

(7)

Finally, a finite impulse response (FIR) filter is designed
through the Kaiser window approach according to the ran-
domly generated MTF. Applying it to an MS band and then
decimating the outcome with a factor s, we obtain the RR MS
band by the degradation of a random anisotropic Gaussian-
shaped MTF.

C. Random Rescaling of GSD

The simulation of images captured at different resolutions
is done according to Wald’s protocol in the same way as the
classical generation of products for the assessment at RR.
In particular, an ideal filter is used for PAN images and
MTF-based degradation is considered for MS images. The
MTF-based degradation for MS data in this stage is similar
to what we detailed in Section III-B. However, differently
from Section III-B, isotropic Gaussian-shaped MTFs are used
fixing the gains on a sensor basis as suggested in [27]. Only
the scale ratio is sampled according to the uniform random
variable U (0.5, 1).

As mentioned in Section III-A, there may exist spatial
misalignments between RR MS and PAN images, if we rescale
first the GSD and then generating the RR samples. Specifically,
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TABLE I
DETAILS OF THE DATASETS USED IN THE EXPERIMENTS. THE SIZE IS REFERRED TO MS IMAGES AT FR.

#BANDS IS THE NUMBER OF BANDS FOR MS IMAGES

given an MS image with height, h, and width, w, the size of
the GSD-rescaled MS image is ⌈hr⌉, ⌈wr⌉, where r is the
random scale ratio sampled from U (0.5, 1). ⌈·⌉ denotes the
ceil operation.1 Similarly, given a PAN image with height, H ,
and width, W , the size of the GSD-rescaled PAN image
is ⌈Hr⌉, ⌈Wr⌉. H = sh and W = sw, where s is the
scale ratio between MS and PAN images. If one requires that
GSD-rescaled MS and PAN images are still coregistered, their
size should satisfy the conditions

⌈Hr⌉ = s⌈hr⌉, (8)
⌈Wr⌉ = s⌈wr⌉. (9)

Moreover, the following conditions should be also valid to
ensure that the RR versions of GSD-rescaled MS and PAN
images are coregistered:⌈

⌈Hr⌉

s

⌉
= s

⌈
⌈hr⌉

s

⌉
(10)⌈

⌈Wr⌉

s

⌉
= s

⌈
⌈wr⌉

s

⌉
. (11)

However, these conditions are not always valid because r is
a random ratio sampled according to an uniform distribution
[i.e., U (0.5, 1)]. For example, when H = W = 64, h =

w = 16, and s = 4, if r is 0.64, then the sizes of the
GSD-rescaled PAN and MS images are 41 × 41 and 11 × 11,
thus generating misalignments. The reason for setting the
interval to [0.5, 1) is that we empirically found that this
interval achieves the best results among the ones in the set
{[0.5, 1), [0.25, 1), [0.5, 1.5), [1, 2), [1, 4)}.

To avoid the misalignment between the RR versions of
GSD-rescaled MS and PAN images, we integrate the ideal
downsampling for the generation of RR PAN images into the
GSD rescaling operation. That is, we generate the RR version
of the GSD-rescaled PAN image by ideal downsampling with
a scale ratio of (r/s), as shown in (3). Indeed, the image
rescaled by (r/s) is very close to the image obtained by
sequentially rescaling with factors r and (1/s) when bicubic
filtering2 is applied to the image. This is due to the fact that
the above-mentioned filter is an almost ideal filter.

Through (3), we have an RR version of the GSD-rescaled
PAN image with size of (⌈(Hr/s)⌉, ⌈(Wr/s)⌉). Its size
is the same as that of the GSD-rescaled MS image, i.e.,
(⌈hr⌉, ⌈wr⌉), since H = sh and W = sw. Then, to enforce

1Some other implementations can use round or floor operations.
2As proposed in previous works [14], [26], [27] for generating RR PAN

images.

coregistration among products to be fused, we only need to
make sure that (⌈hr⌉/s) and (⌈wr⌉/s) are integers. Random
cropping in Fig. 2 can work in this direction, thus cropping
patches with a size meeting the above conditions.

IV. EXPERIMENTAL ANALYSIS

In this section, we will introduce first the datasets and train-
ing details. Afterward, we will demonstrate the effectiveness of
the key components of the proposed data augmentation frame-
work and we will show the improvements of the framework for
many well-known PNNs. Finally, we will compare ArbRPN
trained by our data augmentation (ArbRPN+ for short) with
the state-of-the-art (SOTA) methods from both quantitative
and qualitative perspectives. Two test cases are considered:
1) known sensors, i.e., testing images acquired by a sensor
considered during the training and 2) unknown sensors, i.e.,
testing images acquired by a sensor not considered during the
training.

A. Datasets and Training Details

1) Datasets: We adopted five datasets from [29] and three
datasets from [27] involving the following sensors: QB, WV2,
GaoFen-1 (GF1), WV3, IKONOS (IK), PHR1A, Spot-7, and
GeoEye-1 (GE1). WV3, IK, PHR1A, Spot-7, and GE1 are
only used for test sets to show the sensor-based generalization
ability, and the other three datasets are used for training,
validation, and test sets. MS images for WV2 and WV3 have
eight bands, while MS images for the other sensors have
four bands. The numbers of MS-PAN pairs for each dataset
are shown in Table I. We randomly split these samples into
training and test sets by a ratio of 8:2. Then, 20 images
from each training set are randomly selected as validation set.
To obtain RR samples for validation and test sets, we adopt
Wald’s protocol using the protocol described in [27]. The
original MS and PAN images are adopted for tests at FR. The
training samples are obtained by applying the proposed data
augmentation framework to images belonging to a (mixing)
dataset consisting of images acquired by three sensors: GF1,
QB, and WV2.

2) Training: The ℓ1 loss is used for training all the net-
works. The models are trained by 105 iterations, while the
models in Table II and Fig. 3 are trained by 2 × 104 for time
saving. The Adam [30] algorithm is used to optimize these
networks with Pytorch’s default settings, except for the initial
learning rate (set to 0.0002). The learning rate reduces to half
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TABLE II
AVERAGE RESULTS ON Known AND Unknown Sensors FOR MODELS TRAINED BY DIFFERENT AUGMENTATION STRATEGIES

Fig. 3. Average (a) SAM, (b) ERGAS, and (c) Q2n performance on known and unknown sensors versus threshold.

every 2 × 104 iterations. The batch size is set to 8 and the
patch size for random cropping is set to 64 × 64.

B. Ablation Studies

In this section, we conduct some experiments based on
ArbRPN to validate the effectiveness of the proposed random
anisotropic Gaussian-shaped MTF degradation and the GSD
rescaling. Specifically, five models are listed in Table II. The
meaning of each model is as follows.

1) “Mix”: The model trained by the mixed (GF1, QB, and
WV2) dataset.

2) “Mix + Norm”: The model trained by the mixed dataset
with data normalization.

3) “Mix + Norm + RMTF”: The model trained by mixed
dataset with data normalization and random isotropic
Gaussian-shaped MTF degradation.

4) “Mix + Norm + RMTF + An”: The model trained
by mixed dataset with data normalization and random
anisotropic Gaussian-shaped MTF degradation.

5) “Mix + Norm + RMTF + An + SC”: The model
trained by mixed dataset with data normalization, ran-
dom anisotropic Gaussian-shaped MTF degradation, and
GSD-rescaling.

1) Effectiveness of Data Normalization: Normalization is
a common way to improve the generalization for many tasks.
Therefore, we also validate its effectiveness for pansharpening.
We use image-level z-score normalization, since we find this
type of normalization is the best among all the normalization
approaches, including image-level max-min normalization,
band-level max-min normalization, and band-level z-score
normalization. As shown in Table II, “Mix + Norm” shows
advantages with respect to “Mix” for all the metrics on both
the known and unknown sensors test cases.

2) Effectiveness of Random Isotropic Gaussian-Shaped
MTF Degradation: Augmentation via random isotropic
Gaussian-shaped MTF degradation can increase the diversity
of samples applying different MTF degradations, thereby
improving the robustness of deep models to tackle with MS
images from different sensors. Comparing “Mix + Norm +

RMTF” and “Mix + Norm,” we can find that the former
achieves better results than the latter on all the metrics (except
for Ds). Therefore, the random isotropic Gaussian-shaped
MTF module is also effective to improve average performance
for known sensors and the generalization in the unknown
sensors test case.

3) Effectiveness of Random Anisotropic Gaussian-Shaped
MTF Degradation: Real MTFs of MS sensors can have
an anisotropic shape [14]. Therefore, we apply random
anisotropic Gaussian-shaped MTF degradations to training
samples for better generalization. The approach is called
“Mix + Norm + RMTF + AN” and it obtains the best
results on all the RR metrics and the second-best Dλ for
known sensors. For unknown sensors, it also achieves better
results than “Mix + Norm + RMTF” on all the RR metrics
and the Dλ index.

4) Effectiveness of GSD Rescaling: Sensors usually have
different GSDs. Therefore, the GSD rescaling is introduce to
augment data for training. To assess its effectiveness, we com-
pare the “Mix + Norm + RMTF + AN + SC” approach
(using GSD rescaling) and “Mix + Norm + RMTF + AN.”
As shown in Table II, the GSD rescaling obtains slightly worse
results than the chain without GSD rescaling at RR for known
sensors, but the clear advantages for the unknown sensors
test case support the choice of adding the GSD rescaling
module. Besides, the performance at RR is close to “Mix +

Norm + RMTF + AN,” but clearly better than this latter at
FR, which demonstrates the effectiveness of the GSD rescaling
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TABLE III
RESULTS OF MODELS TRAINED BY DIFFERENT DATA AUGMENTATION STRATEGIES. BEST RESULTS FOR EACH PANSHARPENING ARCHITECTURE

ARE IN BOLDFACE. FOR PNN AND PANNET, ONLY SENSOR WITH FOUR-BAND MS IMAGES ARE TESTED SINCE
THEY CANNOT DEAL WITH MS IMAGES WITH DIFFERENT NUMBERS OF BANDS

module to improve the generalization with respect to spatial
resolution.

5) Impacts of Threshold for GSD Rescaling: In our exper-
iment using the GSD rescaling module, we found that the
performance trade-off between known and unknown sensors is
sensitive to the threshold exploited in this block (see Fig. 3).
We can note more stable performance for known sensors
varying the threshold than that of the unknown sensors test
case. When the threshold is set to 0.8, the Q2n for unknown
sensors achieves the best result, while the Q2n for known
sensors is close to the best one. However, having a look
at the results of SAM and ERGAS, we set the threshold
to 0.2 to guarantee better performance for the known sensors
test case while having satisfactory generalization as shown
in Sections IV-B and IV-C.

6) Applicability to Other Architectures: To validate effec-
tiveness of the proposed augmentation to other architectures,
we consider well-known neural networks for pansharpen-
ing, i.e., PNN, PanNet, BIEDN, in addition to ArbRPN,
trained by the GF1 dataset, the Mix (GF1, QB, and WV2)
dataset, and “ours” (using Mix and the proposed data aug-
mentation strategy). The results are shown in Table III.
Regarding the comparison between the models trained by
“GF1” and “Mix,” we can find that “Mix” does not always
improve the generalization of the model, e.g., PNN for
unknown sensors. On other hand, the model trained by “Mix”
with our augmentation strategy always obtains better results
than “GF1.”

C. Comparison With SOTA Methods

In this section, we will compare ArbRPN trained by the pro-
posed data augmentation framework, denoted as ArbRPN+,
with other SOTA methods for the known sensors test case.
Afterward, we will compare ArbRPN+ for the other test case
(i.e., unknown sensors).

1) Benchmark: To show the effectiveness of ArbRPN+,
we compare it with four SOTA DL methods for pansharpening.
Four metrics (i.e., SAM, ERGAS, Q2n, sCC) are used to
evaluate fused results at RR. The ideal value is 0 for SAM and
ERGAS, and 1 for Q2n and sCC. Three without reference met-
rics, Dλ, Ds and hybrid quality with non-reference (HQNR),
are used to evaluate results at FR. The ideal value is 0 for Dλ

and Ds , and 1 for HQNR. Standard implementations have been
considered of these quality indexes [27], [28]. Specifically, the
adopted benchmark is as follows.

1) EXP: A 23-taps based interpolation applied for
pansharpening [31].

2) PNN: CNNs for pansharpening [15].
3) PanNet: Pansharpening network with high-pass filtered

MS and PAN images [19].
4) BIEDN: A band independent encoder–decoder network

for pansharpening [22].
5) ArbRPN: A pansharpening network for MS images with

arbitrary numbers of bands [2].
2) Results on Known Sensors: The numerical results for

this test case are reported in Table IV.
Results at RR: According to the results shown in Table IV,

on the one hand, we can find that ArbRPN+ achieves just
slightly worse results than ArbRPN. This is expected because
ArbRPN is a model dedicated to a specific sensor, which can
be viewed as the upper bound of ArbRPN+ for the given
specific sensor. On the other hand, ArbRPN+ outperforms all
the methods except ArbRPN, showing that training a model
for various sensors is feasible. To sum up, we have that
ArbRPN+ achieves results close to its upper bound (ArbRPN)
and outperforms the other SOTA methods at RR for the known
sensors test case demonstrating the ability of the proposed data
augmentation framework.

A visual comparison of an RR sample is shown in Fig. 4(a).
According to the RGB results, we can hardly say something
looking at 8-bits RGB images. On the other hand, we can
observe the residual images that clearly point out the advan-
tages in using ArbRPN and ArbRPN+ (fewer errors than the
compared approaches).

Results at FR: The results at FR in Table IV show a sensor-
based variability. However, looking at the overall results by
averaging for sensors, we can find that ArbRPN+ achieves
the best results followed by ArbRPN. There are two reasons
to justify the inversion in performance with respect to the RR
test cases. The first reason is due to the fact that ArbRPN+ can
easily generalize with respect to the spatial degradation model.
Instead, ArbRPN relies upon fixed filters that can diverge with
respect to the real (and unknown) spatial models under the
particular sensor. The second point is the generalization ability
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TABLE IV
AVERAGE RESULTS ON DATA FROM Known Sensors. THE BEST AND THE SECOND-BEST RESULTS ARE IN BOLDFACE AND UNDERLINED, RESPECTIVELY

Fig. 4. Visual comparison for known sensors. (a) QB RR sample. “Res.” refers to the absolute residual image between the GT and the image obtained by
the corresponding method. (b) GF1 FR sample. The bottom row shows close-ups, i.e., the red rectangle area in the corresponding image in the top row.

of ArbRPN+ with respect to the changes of GSDs. Indeed,
the assumption of invariance among scales is not generally
valid for the training of neural networks pushing toward
the recent development of unsupervised learning strategies.
Thus, ArbRPN+ can address this problem providing a great
generalization ability of the network in the GSD direction
getting the same goal as unsupervised learning but working at

RRs following the same principles as done for the FR quality
assessment using extrapolation [32], [33].

A visual comparison of FR samples is shown in Fig. 4(b).
Again, for the other SOTA results, the visual comparison
is hard because of both the absence of a reference image
and of the comparison of three bands with 8-bits radiometric
resolution images. The differences among the compared
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Fig. 5. Visual comparison for the unknown sensors test case. (a) IK RR sample. “Res.” refers to the absolute residual image between the GT and the image
obtained by the corresponding method. (b) IK FR sample. The bottom row shows close-ups, i.e., the red rectangle area in the corresponding image in the top
row.

TABLE V
AVERAGE RESULTS FOR Unknown Sensors. THE BEST AND

THE SECOND-BEST RESULTS ARE IN BOLDFACE
AND UNDERLINED, RESPECTIVELY

approaches will become more clear for the more challenging
unknown sensors test case [see Fig. 5(b)].

3) Generalization on Unknown Sensors: To validate the
generalization of the proposed data augmentation framework
for unknown sensors, we compare the SOTA methods trained
for one known sensor, specifically, the models trained by GF1
data in Table IV, and ArbRPN+, which is also the same model
in Table IV. The average results are reported in Table V.

Results at RR: According to the results at RR, we can find
that the performance gap between the DL methods and EXP
become smaller than that on known sensors. PNN achieves
even worse results than EXP for all the metrics except for sCC.

ArbRPN and BIEDN achieve worse SAM results than EXP
as well. Only PanNet and ArbRPN+ obtain better results
than EXP for all the metrics. Moreover, ArbRPN+ shows a
big improvement compared with ArbRPN and all the other
methods, which indicates the effectiveness of the proposed
data augmentation mechanism.

Fig. 5(a) shows a visual comparison for an IK RR sample.
From the RGB images, we can find that EXP obtain more
blurred results than the other methods. The results of PNN
have some unexpected textures in the arable land. Similar to
the visual comparison for known sensors, we visualize the
residual images between GT and the result obtained by the
corresponding method. It is straightforward that ArbRPN+

achieves the best results showing fewer errors than all the
other fused products.

Results at FR: As shown in Table V, excluding the EXP
approach that produces no spatial enhancement, ArbRPN+

achieves the best results on FR test cases. A visual comparison
is provided in Fig. 5(b), according to the close-ups, we can see
clear spatial distortions, i.e., the ringing artifacts close to the
edges, for PNN, PANNET, BIEDN, and ArbRPN. Conversely,
ArbRPN+ has fewer spatial distortions than these methods,
thus showing better performance for ArbRPN+.
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V. CONCLUSION

In this article, we studied the generalization of PNNs
from the perspective of data augmentation. According to
the MTF approximation using gains at Nyquist frequency,
a random anisotropic Gaussian-shaped MTF degradation has
been proposed to increase the diversity in degrading MS
images for training neural networks. Furthermore, a GSD
rescaling module has been introduced to both improving the
networks generalization and the performance at FR increas-
ing the generalization with respect to spatial resolution. The
ablation study demonstrated the effectiveness of these aug-
mentation approaches. Experimental results showed that a
network trained by the proposed data augmentation framework
gets better generalizations with respect to both sensor and
resolution. It is worth emphasizing that the proposed approach
is almost a free-lunch to get better generalization retaining
the same number of iterations for training of the original
architecture where it has been applied.
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